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The Adventure Begins!
High School in the Junior Phase - 

A Parent and Community Partnership



Introducing the new Executive 
Leadership Team

Principal
Damien Burke

Head of School
Samuel Pollack



QR Code – We want to hear from you!



What will we be exploring? 
• Our values, culture, and results 
• Support and intervention
• Our core curriculum areas 
• Learning expectations
• Transition processes
• Attendance
• Our digital platforms 
• Our elective curriculum areas and COE
• Parent Teacher Meetings



Meet the (Dream) Team 

Deputy Principal of Year 7  
Jessica Monroe 

Deputy Principal of Year 8 
 Reuben Smith 

Head of Department 
Student Engagement and 

Success – Year 7
Megan Clayton

Head of Department 
English and Humanities

Rebecca Ryan 

Head of Department 
Maths and Science

Jamie Guttridge

Head of Department 
Whole School Support 

and Intervention
Mahalia Ryan 

Dean of Year 7
Payton McCausland

Dean of Year 8
Anita BennettHead of Department 

Student Engagement and 
Success – Year 8
Alanah McMullan



Our Results 



Pacific Pines State High 7

Can be accessed 
by all staff



When staff collaborated to create 
a vision and mission statement 
around creating a culture of 
wellbeing and academic 
excellence, this is what they 
said they are committed to 
developing in our learners: 

- Critical thinkers
- Resilient learners
- Creative problem solvers
- Responsible and active 

learners
- Safe, connected 

environments. 



Support and Intervention

Our approach is data-informed and student-centred.

We review a range of information to understand how students are progressing, including:
• Academic achievement data
• Engagement and attendance patterns
• Teacher feedback

This helps us determine whether a student may benefit from additional support such as:
• Focus classes (Math, English, Science, Humanities)
• Aspire program
• Individual learning plans (PLPs / ICPs)
• AARAs (Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments)



Deans of Support and Intervention 

Role: Ensuring all students receive equitable access to learning by 
supporting teachers to implement reasonable adjustments.

What do they do?
• Support teachers in implementing reasonable adjustments in the 

classroom
• Communicate with parents and staff regarding ICPs (Individual 

Curriculum Plans), PLPs (Personalised Learning Plans), AARAs 
(Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments), and other 
support measures

• Monitor and oversee support plans to ensure students with support 
needs are appropriately catered for

• Work collaboratively to create inclusive learning environments for 
all students

Julie Barnes
Year 7

Suzanne Carlton
Year 8



Wellbeing Team 

Hope Mae
GO  (Year 7, 9 & 11)

Ness Schep
GO (Year 8, 10 & 12)

Zhalin Cecil
YSC  (Year 7 & 8)

Jonas Darby
School Psychologist

Sebastian
First Nations Support 

Officer



English and Humanities 
• Unit Overviews can be found on 

Qlearn.
• Students have been given an 

assessment calendar with dates for 
their tasks.



English and Humanities 
• Learning Expectations 

• At the heart of our classrooms is thinking.
• Emphasis on student accountability and 

responsibility for their learning. 
• Handwriting activities for enriching memory and 

fostering creativity.

• Assessment tasks: 
• Have strict due dates found in Unit Overview 

and Assessment Calendar.
• Encourage students to submit early 

via Daymap.
• Reach out to teachers or myself – email is the 

best line of communication.
• Tutorial support – Thursday afternoons.



Reading to Learn
How you can support reading at home:

o Encourage Reading for Fun 

o Read Together 

o Model Good Reading Habits 

o Ask Questions 



Math and Science



Engaging in Maths
How can you support your student at home:

1. Talk about Maths positively: Our attitudes toward Maths influence our children. Even if we 

struggled with Maths, we can show curiosity and a willingness to learn alongside our child.

2. Encourage a growth mindset: Praise effort, not just results. Help see mistakes as 

opportunities to learn.

3. Make Maths practical and real: Encourage your child to connect Maths to everyday life — 

like budgeting, cooking measurements, or calculating discounts while shopping.



Junior Engagement Team

 Zero-Tolerance to Bullying - Code of Conduct
• Report to Student Services
• Parent/Guardians can communicate  

• Transition to high school success.

• Parent/School Communication – Positive relationship. 
We are a team for our little people to succeed. 

• Building Resilience.

• Building a sense of belonging.



Our Transition
• We met with each primary school and gather 

information to best inform our support. 
• Extensive transition program
• Data read from primary school for year 7's and 

year 7 data for year 8s.
o This means no one falls through the cracks.
o Everyone in intervention who should be.
o Wellbeing survey sent to all students.

• Students from multiple schools colliding – 
everyone with a friend by the end of week 1!

• Students have settled very well – 411 year 7 
students.

• Culture building and opportunities (lots of new 
and exciting stuff!)

• New Youth Support Officer





ATTENDANCE

• Where possible, avoiding extended absences is best. 
Extended periods away can impact learning 
significantly and we are not a remote learning school. 
Anything greater than 10 days away requires 
compulsory school exemption application.

• Minimising time away from school where possible 
maximises student chances of continued success. 



Learning Expectations
We teach, reteach, and positively reinforce the 
behaviour we want to see and expect of our 
students. 

• High Expectations
• Arriving prepared
• Attending everyday
• Being an active learner
• Be kind to our community



Uniform and Shoe Policy 
We pride ourselves on our inclusive and 

smart uniform that shows we belong to our 
school community. 

• Jewellery & Jewellery Approvals

• COE Uniforms

• Shoes & Shoe Swap

• Code of Conduct 



Our Curriculum
• All students study 6 classes at a time.

Whole Year Semester
• English
• Humanities
• Mathematics
• Science

• Health & Physical Education
• Creative Arts
• Technologies
• Japanese*
• Economics & Business*

*Japanese is studied for a term in Year 8. Economics & Business is introduced and studied for a term in Year 8.  

• Centre of Excellence (CoE) programs run for the whole year in place of the 
related subject and another subject where necessary.



Our Curriculum: Centre of Excellence 

• Year 7 students can only be in one program per category.

• Year 7 students can be in a maximum of 3 programs and can apply to be in a 4th program for 
the beginning of Year 8.

• Year 9 and 10 students are allowed to be in two Elective C programs.

Core A Core B Elective C Elective D

HELM- Humanities, 
English, Literature & 
Media

STEM- Science & 
Mathematics

Business, Leadership & 
Enterprise (Yr9-10)
Culinary Skills
Dance
Drama
Japanese
Music
STEM- Technology

AFL
Netball
Touch Football
Soccer



Our Digital Learning Platforms

OneNote
• Class 

notebooks

Daymap
• Timetable
• Attendance

MIS Account
• Student email
• Office 365 – Free!

QLearn
• Lesson 

information



Our Digital Platforms – For Parents

Daymap 
• Attendance
• Absence 

notification
• Messages

Social Media, 
Website, and Email

• Follow us
• Important news and 

announcements



Informative Material



Coming up soon! 
Parent Teacher Meetings – Bookings Open
Wednesday 4 March (next week), 2pm – 7pm 
VL block (at the front of the school)
Book Via Daymap



QR Code – We want to hear from you!





Parent Teacher Meetings
Bookings:
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